LIMELIGHT

THE DYNAMIC DUOQ:
Sel 1Y AND MICHELLE BUI
OF THE BUI GALLERY
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Located in a quaint Parisian house on
Hgo Van So street in Hanoi stands The
Bui Gallery - a space that sets itself
apart with its contemporary art pastiche,
conmnstantly changing with the ebb and
flow of its talented representatives. The
success story be hind this dynamic gallery
is Batty Bui, who, assisted by her mother
Michelle, has transformed the concept
of what a gallery space ¢an accomplish
and how it operates as a platform for its
artists to excel. EastiWest sat down with
Michelle and Batty Bui to discuss art and
life in Vietnam.
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D When you were fooking 1o cpen your
second galiary what made lou choose
Hanol or Vigtnarm for that mathar?

M well, our family beskground s
from Hanci, even though we have lived in
Paris for oo long. Betty grew up with her
grandmacther telling her stories of this city,
our pride in Viethamese culture never
wizned in Francel It was & daily part of our
lives. Andin terms of culture, Hanoi is full of
it - if you open & galleny and are looking for
artists, they are 2l here,

D: The Bl Galleny has access 10 some
horadible artists, bt owhi did the galleny
purstie thase artists ahd why do the anigs
ity selact The Sur Galiahy?

B: Metworking networking networking.
| gresw Up in France and lived in LA for
hine years During this time | made & |of of
connectichs with artists | kept the contacts
and forged ksting reltionships with them.
Generally, artists do nct like to work with
pecple they do not kKnowe, When | firgt came
to Hahol, pecople were wery wary of me.
They wondered who | was and what iy
plans were, But over time, |was ablets gain

their trust and collzborate with therm.

£ Gan you extrapoizie a fifttie mone zbout
Wour expanances whan o amved back 1D
Hanol?

B: Well, wou should know that | never
wianted o open 2 gallery myself. For me, |
just wiznted to open & really beautiful space
wihere confemporary arntists could display
their work - 5o | came to explore Vietham.
| =zw mmany gzlleries, but none did 2t the
wizy | 2w it | had confidence in myself to
azhieve what | envisioned, but it was not
ezsy. Mothing was easy.

£ ©Michells, what is it ke working with
Wour daughier? And ety what = it fke
wiorkig with wour o ?

M In&western context, having your mom
in your gallery evernyday is consicered weird,
But in Vietham, it's culfurally accaptable,

BE: [ am rezlly just here to help out - 2nd
ginze | left Hanoi when | was three, it weas
like returning o cur family's riocts. | think we
complement eaxch cthervernrwell, 5o there are
ho iEsUes with us working together. | am the
people perscn and | make sure 2l the siell
detailsof running 2 galleny are [ooked after,



D How Ras your mothar assigtad vow in
the sucoass of The S Galery?

B When | falked about meking
reltichships with arfists personal, here in
Wietham because of the lznguzage barrier,
that was inttially hard for me. My mom
has helped 2 tremendcous amount with
the communication aspect, bricging and
forging new relstionships In addition, she's
able to express the Galleny's infentions and
choice of afists o the censorship board,
wihiczh i turn has facilitated my work, The
artists in Hanoi, they hawe o trust wou, 2nd
Cnee mom made that connection with them,
our life got s ot |ess complicated,

Mo s almost & Gth sense wou cannct
teach people akbout living here, especially
when fostering relatichships with the okder
Hzancizn attists

£ Wihara do wou gain vour inspiration ?

B well, it's 2 fun job, and | get o travel.
But really, it'sthe artists - | kove meeting new
ones- t'sincredible. These pecple ahd their
art, their creativity, that's what keeps me
going. | see cpening nights at galleries like
being = part of the art. It's something that

cannot be reproduced. 5o every opening
at the Galery i different - being amound
creative pecple, you cannct help but feel
inspired, and feel creative yourself,

O Can o deschibe the Viethamesa an-
scanae? Do ow see g particuiar movarneant
oCCUrRg ?

BE: Thereisa lot of performance art going
on - but wou know right now in Vietham
there is lots going on, and the pecple here,
they are really open to all Kinds art. | like
the "Zenai Gang of Five", but averall, | am
rezlly interested in the younger generaticon
of artists - those of my age. SGenerally their
artspezaksto me in 2 more subetantizl way,

O I wou cowid featune 2 Viethamass artist
at At Sasal, whom wowid you pick ?

B: Ha Mlanh Thanh, beczuse he is
special - he has 2 real language, & =trong
staternent -andfechnically heis reslh good.
| hzve many galleries in MY G and S20 Paulo
that weant to feature his worll,  This s very
impottant for the arfist, they cannct hawe
justone gallery - they have 1o have & suppor
network, | am lucky enough o have the
networlk, and | rezly believe in Thanh.

£ What are some of the chalianges of
baing an artist iy Vietham ?

BE: The biggest challenge isthat there are
hot many galleries, especially ones that are
wiilling to represent artists. There isn't 2 huge
internzticnzl platform, and the gowernment
does not necessarily support the atists.

£ What does the fiture hoid for the ant
cormmnty b Vetnam, Hanol and The S
Galan?

M | =ee this country, and Hanol,
continuing todo rezllywell - the dealers here
are really motivated, It seemsthey comehere
and support the community because they
thernzelves love Vietham. The Bui Gallery
will continue to ke & wvery strong presence
of contermporary art in SE Asie. Forthe next
2 years | want o reinforce our presence
here to give the artists we represent the
best possible platform o succeed.  And,
a5 ahvays, Il be koking for potential new
networks and opportunities. f takestime to
become & part of the community, but cver
the past vear, especizlly with my mons
help, we've rezlly embraced Hanoi, and |

hope, Hang, us, B
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